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NFL odyssey: 32 teams, 31 stadiums

BY CARLOS MONARREZ
FREE PRESS SPORTS WRITER

i 15 Steiniger is near the end of his
quest to see eve L tearm a home game,
becoming a home fan for a day. (RASHAUN
RUCKER/DETROIT FREE PRESS

He has ¢
Qakland He haz

ed his hair 9_1--11 and painted his face white in

ad hat in Green Bay, He has
donned a Dolphing jersey in Miami (no small thing for a Bills
far, He 15 Hans Steiniger, 34, of Sterling Heights, and he 15

about to finish an ep

npany. By weeliend, football wip afrer
. Sreiniger is quire possibly the NFL's

“When he watches the Saints play the Buccaneers on

L7 n th-: Superdome at Nev

Orleans, Stemmiger will have
completed a four-season quest to watch all 32 NFL teams play a
horne games inall 31 MFL stadivwms (the Jets share Giants
Sradium),

Sreiniger describes humself this way on his Web sire,

rb'all-plwi-ng road-mripping, te

V NFL package-purchasing, 1 of this great A.maw an
pastime thar we have dubbed the MNarional F‘_u_‘tball League."

Stetmiger kicked off the whele thing Get. 15, 2006, when he
watched the Lions play his Bills ar Ford Field. He has five

stadiums left this seas

3, not including the new stadivms of the

rboys and Colts, which opened after Steiniger began his
quest but which he still plans to visit this year. Free Press sports
wrirsr Carlos Monarrez recently spolee with Steiniger abour his

quest.

QUESTION: Some pe
while other people might call youreally er

ple might call you «

What do you call yourse]f?

Anyone who appr

for wrhat 1t's like to be in the other guy's shoes, at least o

dress in home-team garb, ITbuy aj
Chiefs fan for the day, [ become an Oakland Raider fan for the
day.

reey, [ become a Kans

Q: As a born-and-bred Bills fan, how hard was it to become a
Dalphins fan for a day?

A It was so difficult, man, Ireally had a lot of woubls with ic
The Dolpluins are a hated 1
ming, [ went and got a Ronnie Brown jersey. [walle the parling
lot and approach any and & y. 50 [ talled to a bunch of

Dalphin fane, and the first thing [ alwaye say is, 'Hey, ['m a Bills
fan and I'm just here to rake it in, to undersrand what you guys

do

ral. In ke eping with thas theme «

eIy

game day, to understand what you guys are like.'
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@ Mo waffling, Hands down, whe'

got the best MFL stadivrm?

A Bar none, the best place to wrate
est Field has this really unique, interesting design where it's

1 an WFL game 1s Seartle,

almost like two massive headphones, so they're almost like half-
domes on each side of the field ... Th 1aty o d ther
unparallslad, and I'm talking about inside the stadium. There's
like pad Thai ne
writh clam chowrd,

were bread bowls
f hamburger

dles, thers was sushi, there

et burgers, any matt

and hot dog and sausage you can find, garlic fries.

Q; Which 1s the worst stadiun?

A l'mg
orsboa

to say Qualcormm Stadium 1n San D1

a0 creen looks like an LCD TV in somsone's home,

Imean, they we
Because it's an o

& just postage-stamp size, They wers tiny.
der stadiwm, the concourses are real tight. In

some of these stadiums, the co

rses are tight, burit's a quaine

g 1 the place and
na one lknows whers to go. The fans are good, 1 think it's really

Q; What's the best thing you've ever eaten in a stadinm?

A In Green Bay they have a brat pizza, It was really a fantastic
plece of pie,

Q¢ Which ream has the best fans? And you can't counr Buffalo.

A Mo Buffale, then I would say Green Bay. It just appears
there's someth

g undque about Green Bay. It's lilce the mec

that any fo l‘L'iH fan should aspire to go to at least once in their
football-watching ¢

 What has been your strangest experience at a game?

A When you gt
it's really like yo fest. There are people
wralliing arcund on stiles, There are midgers driving around on
little keg-sized
dressed up.

o Oakland, you pull up to this padang lot and

t've entered an

ars, There are lots of people who are

G What 15 the dest tailgate radition you've seen’?

A Pinto Ron's tailgare in Buffalo, IMY, This is a guy who drives
hiz red Ford Pinta to ev —Ly (Bills) game, home and away. He has
a streale that goes baclk 1

he does is he sets up pans of charcoal on top of his ho
25 the entire meal for the day using garden implements,
office suppliss -- any nonmadiriona
He has arake that he cocks I ogs and hamburgers on. He

fills an old toolbox with charcoal. An old army helmaet is used to

ou can think of,

deep-fry chicken wings.

1ally heard of Pinte Ron, Tell about his unique

At He kind of emnerges through the crowd -- as they all chane,
"Eetchup! Kerchup! Ketchup!” -- with a naked hamburger thar
he holds up on high ro
truck. And he asls if they would provide him with a =
And they happily squirt from head to toe with the largest

hup bottles ['ve ever s2en. And then, when they completzly

friends that are perched on top of his

1diment.

cover this poor guy, he asks them for mustard and out comes the
rmustard,



